
 
What kidz & experts say about Creole for Kidz and the History of Zydeco 

	
  
 “I've been teaching for 19 years, and I have searched high and low for information on the Acadiana 
Creoles.  My Creole students hunger for information on this, and I have tried in vain to find a 
substantial enough amount of material to even teach a lesson.  I congratulate you on your efforts  
and want to thank you for helping us to teach our students about their culture.” 

                Liz Simoneaux Dorsey, Lafayette Middle School 
 

“You performed today for Spirit Lake, IA elementary students and you rocked their world!  Thanks for 
bringing great culture to our small town of sameness. We all loved the performance and I had a blast 
on stage"                                                                          Angela, Spirit Lake Elementary    
 
“Thank you so much for all your work to present this program at COCA and in the St. Louis 
Community. It was such a pleasure to work with you and the band, and the audience response was 
unlike anything I’ve seen before. You made such a lasting impression on our children and families.”     
            Jill Gillespie, St. Louis, MO 
 
 “THANK YOU so much for working with us on getting Terrance and the band in our community for 
close to a week.   It has been the most heartwarming and empowering experience  I have seen in my 
9 years at Carnegie Hall.  Terrance is the only one who has been able to get the students and 
teachers so involved in a show that they gave him and encore and the school ALLOWED it!   The 
community is buzzing about the shows...they touched the hearts of over 2400 school children in our 
county.  EVERY middle school student was able to have a zydeco experience. "       
               Lynn Creamer, Artist Director, West Virginia  
 
“I learned that Zydeco was the music of the Creoles”         Curtis Brooks, age 10 New Iberia, LA    

“This production was a huge success. The school and the Mayors Office continue to get calls almost 
daily from parents and teachers in thanks for the presentation they attended. During each 
performance the connection between Simien, his band and the teacher/student audience was almost 
palpable. While having the time of their lives, students and teachers were learning new things in an 
interactive environment while affirming each other’s diversity.  It was beautiful to observe such a 
positive experience!”  

      Sabrina Beach, Development Director, Epiphany Day School              

 “I think that Terrance's school performance is really a star element of his work. He creates 
excitement, connects so intentionally all over the hall, and the best part--is the educational/history 
element. I am so glad that he incorporated a few tidbits in the evening performance about the 
background of Zydeco, his family history and information about Creole”                   
                                                             Tanya Gertz, Dir. Campus,  Luther College, Iowa 

Reviews from the student audience at Hobe Sound Elementary in Florida:  
“Music is great, Zydeco is beter (better)”,  Austin 

“We appreciate all you have done for us and happy that would spend your time teaching us. I hope 
that you will come back to teach the next generation of students here and they will be as 
interested and ecxited (excited) as we were!”   Rachael 

“Thanks you for coming to Hobe Sound Elementary. We really enjoyed the great performance. It 
was like a real concert only with a full house of kids.” Jaren 

 “Thanks for coming to teach us about Zydeco music. I didn’t now (know) anything about Zydeco 
music or that there was even music named zydeco.” Brianna 

“Thanks you for giving us the best zydeco experience ever! I REALLY enjoyed it!  Devon 

 



 

Terrance Simien and the Zydeco Experience                                    
Creole for Kidz and the History of Zydeco                                                

A dynamic, multicultural high quality performing arts program for K-12                    
Full color 8-page study guide w/CD with informative narration also available                        

This program has reached over 300,000 in 20 US states, Canada, Australia, 
Paraguay, Mauritius, Rodrigues, Seychelles and Mali 

Terrance can be heard on the Disney soundtrack of The Princess & The Frog,                                                    
set in New Orleans featuring zydeco, jazz & gospel music 

A sampling of performances from 2001-2018 

Berklee College of Music, Boston, lec/dem/performance, American Roots Music Dept. 
Hancher Auditorium, University of Iowa, Iowa City, 2 week residency (3,500)                

Celebrate Brooklyn, NYC Family Day with Dan Zanes (2500) 
Vancouver Int’l Children’s Festival, Vancouver, BC Canada 
Winnipeg Int’l Children’s Festival, Winnipeg, MB  Canada 

Calgary Int’l Children’s Festival, Calgary, AB Canada 
Okanagan Int’l Children's Festival, Penticton, BC Canada 

Northern Alberta Int’l Children's Festival, St. Albert, AB Canada 
Carnegie Hall/Global Encounters Bamako and Segou, Mali, West Africa 

The Ordway   St. Paul, MN (11,000 K-12, 200 college) 
The Victoria Theatre, Dayton, OH (5 matinee shows, 350+ ea. ticketed event) 

Playhouse Square, Cleveland, OH May 2010, Residency Feb. 2013-7,000) 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion, Woodlands, TX (school time, 4-5, 6,000) 

Princeton Regional Schools, Princeton, NJ (4-12, 2,500 ) 
Symphony Space, New York, NY (K-5, 600)   COCA, St. Louis, MO  (all ages, 1,500) 

Alberta Bair Theatre, Billings, MT (9-12, 1,500) 
Artist Residency, Dare County, Manteo, NC      (K-12, 4,000) 

Ninety Six High School, Ninety Six, SC   (9-12, 1000) 
Ridge Arts Council, Batesburg-Leesville, SC   (5-8, 1,000) 

Artist Residency, Quad City Arts, Rock Island, IL and IA (K-12, 5,000) 
Savannah Music Festival Live, Savannah, GA (K-5, 4,500) 
Bergen Community College, Fort Lee, NJ (all ages, 850) 

Artist Residency, Alaska Jr. Theatre, Anchorage, AK ( K-12, 4,500) x 2 
Blumenthal Center, Charlotte, NC (K-9, 800) 
Sliman Theatre, New Iberia, LA (K-6, 1,500) 

Ascension Day School, Lafayette, LA (K-8, 600) 
Abbeville High School, Abbeville, SC (9-12, 350) 

Navajo School , Alamo, NM (K-5, 120)  Magdalena School, Magdalena, NM (K-5, 350) 
Mass MOCA, North Adams, MA (K-6, 600)    Wolftrap Children’s Summer Theatre (2500)  
Artist Residency, Caddo Parish Schools Shreveport, LA (K-4, 7500) (2005, 2006, 2007) 

Artist Residency, Lyric Theatre, Stuart, FL (K-5, 3,500) 
Kitchener Bi-lingual School Kitchener, Ontario (K-8, 800) 

Blues in the Schools, Thunder Bay& London, Ontario (K-5, 2500)  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  


